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Since then the Constitution has in a very real sense been the foundation of our new society: it articulates the values on which the new South Africa has been founded; it expresses the transformational aspirations for human dignity, equality and social justice for which we all should strive; it lists the rights that all our citizens must enjoy; and it provides truly democratic principles for the organisation of the State, including an executive responsible to a democratically elected legislature and an independent judiciary standing guard over the Constitution, the rule of law and the Bill of Rights.
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The Constitution was nevertheless a great historic compromise. No party achieved everything that it wanted -but all parties were able to secure their minimum demands. Some wanted a unitary state; others, a federation; some wanted unbridled power to expropriate property; others were deeply concerned about the future of their homes and businesses. Some wanted a single South African identity; others insisted on retaining our rich cultural and language diversity. We were able to reach compromises regarding all of these critical issues, many of which were very delicately balanced.
So, for South Africa, our Constitution is much more than a handbook on managing the mechanisms of democracy or protecting basic human rights. In the words of the preamble, it is enabling us to heal the divisions of the past and to establish a society based on democratic values, social justice and fundamental human rights.
In short, the Constitution is the indispensable basis of our national unity and our best and abiding hope for continued freedom, prosperity and stability. For all these reasons, we dare not allow anyone to undermine or threaten it. Yet, the Constitution is under threat -and I believe that it is under threat on seven different fronts.
Chapter 2 of the Constitution.
5/204
The first threat is the possibility that Parliament might legally amend the 
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The second threat comes from the process of legislative erosion. In this process, constitutional rights are progressively whittled away by provisions hidden away in ordinary legislation. So, for example, the Expropriation Bill 6 that was presented to Parliament last year would have seriously limited the role of courts in determining fair compensation for expropriated property. By so doing it would have eroded constitutional rights to fair administrative action and to access to the courts.
Fortunately, the Bill was withdrawn.
There were similar problems last year with the National Prosecuting Authority 
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The Constitution spells out the following requirements with regard to language and culture:
It recognises our eleven official languages.
It requires the State to take special action to develop our indigenous languages.
It requires Government at national and provincial levels to use two official languages.
It states that municipalities must take into account the language preferences of residents.
It requires national and provincial governments to regulate and monitor their use of official languages.
It requires that all official languages enjoy parity of esteem and be treated equitably.
It states that all South Africans have the right to receive education in the language or languages of their choice in public educational institutions, where such education is reasonably practicable.
Unfortunately, virtually every one of these provisions has been ignored or diluted since the adoption of the Constitution, 1996:
Increasingly, we have a single de facto official language -English.
Government is not conducted in two official languages.
Our languages do not enjoy parity of esteem -and are not treated equitably.
Little or nothing has been done to develop our indigenous languages.
Afrikaans single-medium schools are under pressure and there is serious concern regarding the preservation of Afrikaans as the primary language of tuition at Stellenbosch University.
The fourth threat to the Constitution comes from executive incapacity. In many areas, the State appears to be incapable of effectively ensuring key rights because of the crisis that it is experiencing with service delivery.
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The SACP had eighty members in the last Parliament who were elected on the ANC's list. This was twenty per cent of total representation, despite the fact that opinion polls show that the SACP and COSATU combined would have no more than eight per cent of the vote. Nevertheless, the SACP insists its members of Parliament who are elected on the ANC's list should continue to owe their primary loyalty to the SACP.
The SACP has abandoned the idea of standing separately in elections and has observed that "although elections are important, there is not a predetermined singular route for the working class to hegemonise power." In other words, they plan to achieve power through other means. COSATU and the SACP are making no secret of their intention of seizing "working class hegemony in the State and in all centres of power" as the prelude to the establishment of a Marxist-Leninist state. Needless to say, any such move would be a fatal blow -not only to our Constitution and our democracy, but also to our economy and to any prospect for peace and stability.
At its Twelfth Congress in
The final threat to our Constitution is, perhaps, the most insidious of all. It is our own apathy. It is our unwillingness to support our Constitution actively, and to lay claim to the rights that it guarantees. All of us continue with our daily lives; we take our children to school; we contribute to the economy in our offices and factories; we 10 September 2009. 12/204 entertain our friends; and we go on holiday. We seldom stop to think that virtually everything that we do, everything we own, everything to which we aspire, depends on the preservation of our Constitution and the freedom and rights that it guarantees.
Somehow, we continue to regard the Constitution as something peripheral to our lives, something to which we need turn our thoughts only when the need arises.
We must shed this attitude. Our future happiness and prosperity and the future security of our children depends directly on the preservation of our Constitution. Support of the Constitution is not merely doing something for yet another good cause: it is the most appropriate and pressing protection of one's own core interests of which I can think. We are prepared to pay good money to insure our homes, our cars, our health and our lives. What are we prepared to do to ensure our future freedom, peace and prosperity?
Despite the warnings that I have given of the threats that confront our Constitution I remain an optimist. I am confident that many people in the ANC leadership share many of the concerns that I have expressed this evening. I am confident that the great majority of all our communities support the Constitution. All of us now need to join hands in celebrating the many good things that we have achieved together since 1990. All of us, equally, need to work together to address the many serious challenges that still confront us.
